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Thanks to the leadership of the Fungi Foundation,
both wild and the Species Survival Commission
(SSC) of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) announced their commitment to use
“mycologically inclusive” language in their internal
and public-facing communications (“fauna, flora
and funga” and “animals, fungi and plants”) and to
incorporate fungi in conservation strategies with
rare and endangered plants and animals.

Although fungi underpin life on Earth, they have
been overlooked and underappreciated, and largely
excluded from conservation strategies and
environmental laws. There would be no life on
Earth without fungi: the yeasts, molds, and
mushrooms that are critical to decomposition and
forest regeneration, mammalian digestion, carbon
sequestration, the global nutrient cycle, antibiotic
medication, and the bread, beer, and chocolate we
consume. Trees would not be able to live on land
without fungi.
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