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Conserving biodiversity has surpassed the simple
“saving of wildlife”. We are striving to protect the
life support systems, their elements, and resilience,
within protected areas as well as human-dominated
landscapes. Biodiversity-rich Sri Lanka currently is
facing a dangerous combination of unplanned
development, and an economic crisis, which calls
for solutions to maintain the intricate balance of
natural systems in the face of impending threats,
putting our capacity to survive through a crisis on
trial during this pandemic situation. Conservation
no longer is the obligation of only the national level
decision makers. It has become a “people’s
function”, the responsibility of every individual,
where linking up stakeholders to complement and
support their positive contribution and minimize
detrimental impacts is crucial. We require solutions
through multi-sectoral approaches and partnerships
with skilled and experienced parties from all socio-
economic strata. Further, to scale up solutions with
real impacts, it is necessary to translate knowledge
into practical implications. This discussion aims to
share some lessons learned from years of
experience on the tropical island of Sri Lanka. As a
conservation biologist working in rural Sri Lanka, I
have been attempting to bridge the gap between
science and practice through community
engagement and empowerment at the ground level
to find solutions to biodiversity conservation and
natural resource management issues.
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